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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 

1 . An ink container for containing ink to 
be suppliedvto an ink jet head to which said ink 
container is\detachably mount able, comprising: 

an imk supply port for supplying the ink to 
said ink jet head; 

a air Vent for fluid communication with 
ambience; \ 

a claw-lVke projection provided on a first 
side of said ink container; 

a latching\ lever provided on a second side 
opposite from said ink container, said latching lever 
being resiliently supported on said ink container and 
having a latching claw\ 

2. A container\according to Claim 1, wherein a 
top side of said ink opntainer adjacent said first 
side is provided with a stepped portion. 

3. A container accoVding to Claim 1, wherein a 
projection is provided on >a top end portion of a side 
connecting said first and second sides adjacent said 
first side- \ 

4. A container according V®\laim 1, wherein 
said latching lever is supportemVpri a bottom side of 
said ink container adjacent said second side, and is 
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inclined or curved outwardly. 

5. A container according to Claim 1, wherein 
said first side having the claw-like projection is 
inclined adjacent a pottom of said ink container, 

6. A container According to Claim 1, wherein 
said container contain^ only one color ink, 

7. A container accbrding to Claim 1, wherein 
said container contains a\ plurality of color inks, and 
wherein said container is vpartitioned into the 
plurality of chambers, each of which has said supply 
port, to contain the color inks. 
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8. A container accordirkf to Claim 7, wherein the 
plurality of supply ports are\arranged in a direction 
from said first side to said second side. 

9. An ink container holder\ f or holding an ink 
container for containing ink to t\e supplied to an ink 
jet head, comprising: 

an opening for receiving/ \^e ink container; 

an ink receiving tube fdtr tedeiving the ink 
from said ink container; 

a first internal wall havind a first engaging 
hole for engagement with a claw-like projection of the 



# • 



-108- 



ink container; 

a second internal wall having a second 
engaging hole vCor engagement with a latching claw of a 
latching lever \of the ink container; and 

a projected portion for covering a part of 
said opening. 
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10. An ink container holder according to Claim 9, 
wherein an engaging recess is formed in a top portion 
of a wall connecting said first internal wall and said 
second internal wall\ at and end adjacent said first 
internal wall 

11. An ink container holder according to Claim 9, 
further comprising a latching lever guide groove for 
guiding a latching lever\ of the ink container, said 
guiding groove having an engaging hole. 
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12. An ink container Holder according to Claim 9, 
further comprising urging mdans for urging a bottom 
surface of the ink container! toward the opening. 
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13. An ink container h>ollder according to Claim 9, 
wherein a plurality of ink rep^ving means are 
provided to extend in a directioVi from the first 
internal wall to the second internal wall. 
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14. An ink container holder according to Claim 9, 
wherein a pluralityAof partition walls for 
partitioning the opening into the plurality of 
portions, for each of\ which said first engaging hole 
and said second engaging hole are provided. 

15. An ink container holder according to Claim 
14, wherein the plurality is two, and in one of 
portions receives one coAor ink container, and the 
other receives color containers. 

16. An ink container htolder according to Claim 
14, wherein a crossing porti\on between said bottom and 
said first internal wall is provided with an inclined 
portion . 
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17. An ink container holder according to Claim 9, 
further comprising a 6 with whiah said ink receptor is 
in fluid communication with said \recording head. 
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18. An ink container holder according to Claim 
18, wherein said holder is mounted ton a carriage 
reciprocally movable, and said holtfl^t further 
comprises a positioning portion, oii *h f/Lrst side, for 
positioning the ink container; an ^l^Jptric contact for 
electric connection with head contacts! of an ink jet 
head mounted to said ink container; a guiding member, 
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resiliently supported on a second side, for engagement 
with an engaging portion of said ink container holder, 

19. An ink container holder according to Claim 
18, wherein said he aid contact and said engaging 
portion are arrangedlon a line parallel to said wall 
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20. An ink container holder according to Claim 
19, wherein an operating portion is projected out. 
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21. An ink containet holder according to Claim 
20, wherein said operating portion and said engaging 
hole are provided at different positions. 

22. An ink container holder according to Claim 
17, wherein said recording l^ead has electrothermal 
transducers for generating thermal energy for ejecting 
the ink. 
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23. An ink container holde\ 
22, wherein the thermal energy 
the ink. 



according to Claim 
mses film boiling of 



24. An ink container holdeX ffcr Jholding an ink 
container for containing ink to t)feH6upplied to an ink 
jet head with which said ink container is integral, 
said ink container holder is detachabYLy mountable to a 
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carriage reciprocally movable, comprising: 

the improvement residing in that first 
operating portion ior mounting and demounting of said 
ink container and a\ second operating portion for 
mounting and demounting thereof relative to the 
carriage, are provided in a same side relative to a 
movement direction on said carriage. 
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25. An ink contaiper holder according to Claim 
24, wherein said first \operating portion is located 
above said second operating portion. 
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26. An ink contained holder according to Claim 
24, wherein a plurality on such first operating 
portions are provided, whiqh are arranged on a line, 
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27. A reciprocable carriage for an ink jet 
apparatus , comprising : 

a mounting portion fc^r mounting an ink 
container holder; 

a positioning portion, \on a first side, for 
positioning the ink container; 

an electric contact fc 
with head contacts of an ink j 
ink container; 

a guiding member, resiliency supported on a 
second side, for engagement with an engaging portion 



jCtric connection 
d mounted to said 
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of said ink container holder, 

28. A carriage according to Claim 27, further 
comprising a covef for covering a part of the ink 
container . 

29. A carriagd according to Claim 27, wherein 
said contact and sa\d guiding member are faced to each 
other . 
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30. A carriage according to Claim 30, further 
comprising two bearings on a guiding shaft and two 
sandwiching portions for sandwiching the guiding 
shaft, and a distance between members constituting one 
of said sandwiching portions is larger than a distance 
between members constituting the other of said 
sandwiching portions . 
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31. An ink jet apparatiis having said carriage 
defined in Claim 27, comprising means for supplying 
electric signal to said recording head of said ink 
container holder to eject the /D&k , 
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An ink container acc 



ig to Claim 1, 

wherein a top portion of said ^atfching lever is 
inclined away from the side, and ^he tapered portion 
is contactable to the side. 
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33. An ink container according to Claim 32, 
wherein said latching lever has a portion bent to be 
closer to the side, 

34. An ink cbntainer according to Claim 33, 
wherein said latcl^ing lever has a central portion 
having a larger thAckness . 
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35. An ink container according to Claim 1, 
wherein bottom side Hps a recess for escaping a spring 
of a holder. 
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36. An ink container according to Claim 1, 
wherein said ink supply port has a rectangular shape 
with a long side extendirkj in a mounting direction of 
said ink container. 
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37. An ink container according to Claim 1, 
wherein a guiding portion is\provided around said ink 
supply port, said guiding portion is elongated in a 
mounting direction of said in)d container. 



38. An ink container accbr 
wherein said ink container h 
cyan ink containing portions 



to Claim 8, 
y^lllow, magenta and 
.s order. 



39. An ink container according \to Claim 1, 
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wherein said 
side . 



latching lever is curved away from the 
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40. A protection member for an ink container 
having an engaging projection, elastic latching lever 
with a latching c^Law and ink supply portion, 
comprising: 

a protecting portion for covering said 
latching lever lever without contact thereto; 

a bottom portion for covering said ink supply 
port, said bottom poi\tion having an ink absorbing 
material or a cap; 

a recess for Engagement with said projection; 
an engaging portion for engagement with a 
corner of the ink container adjacent said lever. 
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41. A combination of >a first and second ink 
containers, for being mounted to an ink container 
holder for holding a plurality of ink containers, and 
detachably mountable to a recuprocable carriage, 
comprising : 

a first mark indicattfv)e\of a first color of 
the ink, corresponding to a f{rs\:Jjiark on said ink 
holder; 

a second mark indicati^ej^f a second color of 
the ink, corresponding to a second ii\ark on aid ink 
holder , 
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42. An ink jet recording apparatus, comprising: 
a reciprocable carriage; 

a holde A having an integral ink jet head, 
said holder being qetachably mountable to said 
carriage; 

ink containeftd each detachably mountable to 
said holder by engage^ftejil} and disengagement between an 
engaging portion and a^l^atching claw of each of said 
ink containers, which have different colors. 
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